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Abstract

This article proposes to analyze the relations-
hip between social movements and feminist
political action with the new information and
communication technologies (ICT), reviewing
the current theories on cyberactivism and, in
particular, cyberfeminism, in order to anchor
and understand the phenomenon in a specific
case: the 35th Plurinational Meeting of Women,
Lesbians, Trans, Transvestites, Intersexuals, Bi-
sexuals and Non-Binaries in the province of San
Luis (Argentina) in the year 2022. Using qualita-
tive methodology, | describe and analyze, with
the parameters relieved by theoreticians, my
entry into the field as an observer participa-
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ting in the organizing committee of this event,
in which various positions and interactions are
put into play, both face-to-face and virtual. In
this way, this case serves to shed light on the
phenomenon of the influence and interrelation
of social movements, specifically feminisms,
with ICT.

Keywords: Social movements, feminism, ICT.

Resumen

El presente articulo propone analizar la rela-
cion entre los movimientos sociales, la accion
politica feminista y las nuevas tecnologias de
informacion y comunicacion (TIC). Para ello,
pasa revista a las actuales teorfas sobre cibe-




ractivismo y, en particular, el ciberfeminismo,
con la finalidad de anclar y comprender el fe-
ndmeno en un caso concreto: el 35° Encuentro
Plurinacional de Mujeres, Lesbianas, Trans, Tra-
vestis, Intersexuales, Bisexuales y No Binaries
en la provincia de San Luis (Argentina) en el afio
2022. Mediante una metodologia cualitativa,
se describe y analiza, con los parametros teo-
ricos relevados, el ingreso de la investigadora
al campo como observadora participante en
la Comision Organizadora de este evento en

el que se ponen en juego diversos posiciona-
mientos e interacciones tanto en el ambito cara
a cara como virtual. De esta manera, este caso
sirve para echar luz sobre el fendmeno de la
influencia e interrelaciéon de los movimientos
sociales, especificamente los feminismos, con
las TIC.

Palabras claves: Movimientos sociales, femi-
nismo, TIC.

1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we propose to analyze feminist
political practices and their relationship with
new communication and information technolo-
gies (ICTs), in the framework of a political event
of feminist activists that has been held annually
in Argentina (each time in a different province),
from 1986 to the present day. In 2022, it was
organized in the province of San Luis (Argenti-
na) in person; previously, in 2020, its organiza-
tion was interrupted by the Covid 19 pandemic
for three years (2020, 2021 and 2022).

This time, the meeting was called the 35th Plu-
rinational Meeting of Women, Lesbians, Trans,
Transvestites, Intersex, Bisexual, Bisexual and
Non-Binary.

Therefore, this paper aims to describe and
analyze the activities and social practices of fe-
minist activists, both in the realm of face-to-fa-
ce and virtual interaction. To this end, an eth-
nographic study was carried out through the
methodology of participant observation in the
Organising Committee of the meeting, throu-
ghout the year 2022. The researcher’s entry
into the field is then analyzed. It also describes
some of the mechanics of interaction in these
spaces: face-to-face, through ICTs and the rela-
tionship between the two.

Currently, there are discussions about the mo-
dalities, possibilities and characteristics of politi-
cal action within the framework of new techno-
logies. In this context, one of the main topics of
fourth wave feminism (Varela, 2019; Fernandez
Romero and Sanchez Duarte, 2019; Figueroa,
2018) is cyberfeminism, which analyzes the re-
lationship between ICTs and this political, social
and cultural movement. £/ Encuentro is, then, a
social and cultural political event that brings to-
gether women and feminist dissidents annually
in Argentina and becomes a case of relevance
for the study of political practices and their re-
lationship with technologies that impact on the
concrete strategies carried out in the networks
and that, in addition, function as spaces for di-
verse interactions. This will be seen in the deve-
lopment of the paper.

It is proposed, then, to explore the characteris-
tics of feminist political activity in the face-to-fa-
ce sphere and in social networks, in this case
study. The aim is to investigate how differences
and positions are configured in the field of or-
ganization, how ICTs intervene in these configu-
rations, what are the dynamics of the relations-
hip between virtual and face-to-face spaces,
and what political strategies are deployed in
each space?
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This work begins with a brief survey of studies
on change in political practices; change that is
brought about by new technologies. Reference
is made to cyberactivism and cyberfeminism.
Next, methodological guidelines are proposed
that introduce the analysis of the case in which
the positions and strategies of the participants
and the relationship of ICTs with the feminist
political practices of this organization are explo-
red. It concludes with reflections that emerge
from the research.

2. FEMINISMS AND
NEW TECHNOLOGIES

This section briefly reviews the theore-
tical discussions and conceptual frameworks in
reference to political action in general and fe-
minist political action in relation to ICTs. It ends
with a proposal for a micro-social exploration
of ICTs in the context of feminist political practi-
ces.

On the one hand, within a broad social
critique of ICTs, authors such as Han (2014)
and Bauman and Leoncini (2019) investigate
the problems that arise in relation to effecti-
ve political action through the use of new te-
chnologies, in a society that they imagine to
be increasingly marked by individualism. Thus,
they expose the difficulties of lasting collecti-
ve action in these media. On the other hand,
there are theories on cyberactivism that study
social movements in the context of networks'

1 A social cyber movement can be conceptualized as: “a
collective actor, structured in the form of a distributed
network, which intentionally and with a certain continuity,
uses the communicative opportunities of the Internet era
and the social Web to affect social change, through the
promotion of its collective actions, which can take place
inside and/or outside cyberspace, with the aim of raising
public awareness about a social conflict and public objec-
tives that are claimed from an established collective iden-
tity” (Ortiz Galindo, 2016, p. 172).

that analyze the possibilities of political action
through ICTs. This is done in reference to the
funding benefits that ICTs provide, as well as
the facilitation and independence from state
institutions and structures that they offer for
the realization of political practices. Furthermo-
re, they warn about the potential cyber-attacks
that can occur (Sanpedro Blanco and Resina
de la Fuente, 2004; Sorell, 2015; Pickerill, 2004;
Earl, 2012, as cited in Accossatto and Sendra,
2018).

Social movements are intimately inter-
twined with current technological phenomena.
This relationship has been studied by recent
research, such as Varela (2019), Fernandez
Romero and Sanchez Duarte (2019), Figueroa
(2018), and Accossatto and Sendra (2018). The
possibilities offered by ICTs for disseminating
information, for generating and creating virtual
infrastructures and for building networks are
highlighted.

ICTs bring about change in collective
action: they enable organization, mobilization
and, through the effect of the viralization of in-
formation produced by social networks, they
can also break the silence to which groups and
fractions that do not have a social hierarchy are
subjected (Ortiz Galindo, 2016; Ramirez, 2022).
It is also possible to study cyberactivism on the
network and through the network, whether it
involves direct actions in virtuality, the forma-
tion of alternative online communities, or the
use of ICTs to achieve interconnected networ-
ks, more dynamic and effective flows of capi-
tal and information than those that would be
achieved through traditional means (Ortiz Ga-
lindo, 2016). ICTs influence numerous aspects
of collective actions and social movements, as,
through their use, changes are brought about
with reference to: “(1) hierarchical structure; (2)
communicative autonomy; (3) reticular orga-
nization; (4) transnationality; (5) timelessness;
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(6) mobilization; (7) action repertoires; and (8)
the creation of collective identities and political
opportunities” (Ortiz Galindo, 2016, p.176).

Concomitant with studies on cyberactivism,
feminist authors are emerging who address
the influence of virtuality on this specific social
movement. This was born as a response to
the orthodoxy of socialist feminism that made
“ominous predictions” about the social conse-
quences of new technologies (Wajcman, 2006,
p.126), Dona Haraway wrote the Manifesto for
Cyborgs in 1983, which initiated a current that
later became known as cyberfeminism. This
perspective posits the possibilities of emanci-
pation, empowerment and dissolution of gen-
der barriers that ICTs provided (Plant, 1997;
Wilding F., 2004; Wajcman, 2006). Cyberfemi-
nism is not only an academic movement, but
also a political, artistic? and cultural one (Varela,
2019; De Miguel and Boix, 2002). As a variant
of it, social cyberfeminism advocates the trans-
formation of the world through ICTs and aims
to incorporate the history and practical expe-
rience of feminist struggles into possible politi-
cal actions, in the context of new technologies
(Varela, 2019; De Miguel and Boix, 2002; Rami-
rez, 2022). For Wilding (2004), it is necessary
to “seek coalitions and alliances with diverse
groups of women involved in the integrated cir-
cuit of global technologies” (p. 141).

Because of the great diversity of positions wi-
thin the feminist movement, it is often referred
to in the plural: feminisms. Feminisms have
been understood as “a historical - and con-
temporary - transnational movement for wo-
men’s justice and freedom, which depends on
women's activist participation in linked groups:

2 In the early 1990s the term “cyberfeminism” was used
by several artists in reference to works of experimentation
between the female subject, art and virtuality (De Miguel
and Boix, 2002).

local, national and international” (Wilding, 2004.
p. 146). Feminisms today are characterized by
their massiveness, they produce a political ac-
tivity that is deployed in new technologies and
use social networks as their own sphere?. This
relationship has given rise to slogans, propo-
sals, movements and political activities that are
spreading globally, such as Ni una menos (Ar-
gentina) or Me too (United States). Likewise,
the 8M call in Madrid (Spain) can also be men-
tioned (Varela, 2019; Accossatto and Sendra
2018; Ramirez, 2022; Castafio, 2015, Figueroa
2018 Fernandez Romero and Sanchez Duarte,
2019).

The relationship between feminist activism and
new technologies can acquire various nuances,
according to different criteria (Accossatto and
Sendra, 2018). On the one hand, they can be di-
fferentiated according to the medium in which
they are deployed, whether it is a political acti-
vity that is mainly circumscribed to the network
or movements and collective actions that are
born outside the networks, but are facilitated
by ICTs. On the other hand, there are the cri-
teria related to the facilities it provides for lin-
king, information or communication, such as
reaching a larger audience at a lower cost. This
produces a multiplier effect called “viralization”
(Earl, 2012; as cited in Accossatto and Sendra,
2018). Also, one can observe the criterion of
the influence of ICTs on internal organization,
by promoting communication and coordina-
tion, or by facilitating the creation of innovative
forms of power structures and decision-ma-
king. This “makes it possible to establish more
fluid and short-term links based on looser and

3 Sadie Plant defines cyberfeminism as: an absolutely
posthuman insurrection; the revolt of an emerging system
that includes women and computers, against the world-
view and material reality of a patriarchy that still seeks to
subjugate them. It is an alliance of commodities against
their masters, an alliance of women and machines (Bass-
nett, 1997: 46-49 quoted by Wilding F., 2004 p. 141).
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unstructured organizational relationships” (Ac-
cossatto and Sendra, 2018, p. 129). Likewise,
one of the main advantages of using ICTs is that
they “strengthen network cohesion and swar-
ming, based on the ability to connect with other
activist groups, aid mobilisations and the gene-
ration of collective campaigns” (Pickerill, 2004,
cited in Accossatto and Sendra, 2018, p. 130).
This happens both locally and globally.

Currently, research is being produced
on political actions that take place within the
framework of social networks, whether for their
call for face-to-face activities, marches or politi-
cal actions, both nationally and internationally.
Fernandez Romero and Sanchez Duarte (2019)
analyze the call for a strike on 8 March 2018 in
Spain, through a quantitative study on the main
frames of reference (frames) used in Facebook
messages; their contribution to knowledge
about the call for a strike was studied. Within
the analysis of ICTs and political movements,
the analysis of the political use of hashtags is
a recurring theme. Castafio (2015) uses it to in-
vestigate the potential and usefulness of social
media as “commercial platforms and technolo-
gies of subjectivity for the contemporary femi-
nist movement” (p. 126).

At the Argentinean level, there are pre-
cedents on claims or movements that involve
ICTs, such as the case of the Argentinean claim
called Ni una menos (Not one less), analyzed by
Accossatto and Sendra (2018). In this case, they
study communicational strategies in the or-
ganization of collective action, and focus their
attention on the implication of ICTs in the ge-
neration of public opinion that is built “from the
bottom up”. This gives rise to numerous voices
expressing themselves in the new technologies
and the way in which they accelerate social
processes through the extent and immediacy
of their reach. It also studies the involvement
of ICTs in the study of actions that promote

the visualization of abuses in a patriarchal con-
text, such as “Mira como nos ponemos” (“Look
how we put ourselves”). In studying this case,
Ramirez (2022) reflects on the role of digital
media in relation to social mobilisations and, in
particular, the use of hashtags on Twitter about
the demonstrations of support for the actress
Thelma Fardin. She denounced actor Juan Dar-
thés for sexual abuse and the feminist com-
munity supported her through the use of the
slogan #MiraComoNosPonemos. In addition, the
slogan #SerdLey, which is representative of the
campaign for safe, legal and free abortion, was
placed in the public conversation.

Up to this point, there has been an
outstanding background on the relationship
between the study of political activity, espe-
cially feminist activity, and ICTs. Moving out of
this field and towards the subject of this pa-
per, research has been produced at the na-
tional level on the Encuentro de Mujeres from
a historical and social point of view (Alma and
Lorenzo, 2009). More specifically, to analyze
the issues related to the present work, Mason
(2007) stands out, which seeks to understand
and describe feminist political practices in their
specificity, through an ethnography of spaces
and narratives in the framework of the Encuen-
tro de Mujeres, in which a similar objective and
methodology to that used in this work is propo-
sed.  The two articles differ in that, in the first
paper, the author does not carry out an analy-
sis of ICTs in the context of the struggle.

This work seeks to investigate and ex-
plore the relationship between ICTs and every-
day political activity through the methodology
of participant observation within the Organi-
sing Committee of the 35th Plurinational Mee-
ting of Women, Lesbians, Trans, Transvestites,
Intersex, Bisexual and Non-Binary People in the
province of San Luis, in the year 2022. Based on
the background information gathered, there is
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a research gap regarding the new implications
of the use of ICTs in this specific political activity.
The solution to this gap is explored in this pa-
per, since it is considered (as will be seen in the
next section) that ICTs influence the positions
and classifications of activists, the spheres and
specificities of interaction in each network, the
dynamics between the different political strate-
gies that are deployed both through ICTs and
face-to-face. A micro-social study is proposed
in which the functioning of new technologies
is explored through a qualitative methodology,
describing the researcher's entry into the field
of a feminist event. This was done with the in-
tention of constructing new classifications and
categories of analysis for the study of the topic
of feminist political action and new technolo-
gies.

3. ENTERING THE FIELD

In order to study feminist interactions
and practices in the context of the 35th Pluri-
national Meeting of Women, Lesbians, Trans,
Transvestites, Intersex, Bisexual and Non-Bi-
nary in the province of San Luis in the year 2022,
a qualitative methodology has been applied,
which “refers in its broadest sense to research
that produces descriptive data: people’s own
spoken or written words and observable be-
havior” (Tylor and Bogan, 1987, p.19-20). In this
case, this will be done through participant ob-
servation” that is triangulated, internally, with
the search and collection of documents and
audio-visual material.

Initially, the aim was to study the diffe-
rent positions in the field of organization, strate-
gies and practices, as well as the meanings that
the participants of the organization had about

them. The research design was flexible; this re-
fers to the possibility of relatively mutating the
topic, questions, purposes and methodology,
according to the nuances that the research ac-
quires in its development (Mendizabal, 2006).

The research approach is framed as an
ethnography. This term can be defined as:

The description of what people do
from the perspective of the people
themselves. This means that an eth-
nographic study is interested in both
the practices (what people do) and the
meanings that these practices acquire
for those who perform them (people’s
perspective on these practices). (Res-
trepo, 2018, p.25).

Thus, this paper seeks to understand,
enter into and collect data on feminist political
practices through a case study, which investi-
gates how practices are configured in the fa-
ce-to-face and ICT sphere in a given context.
The main unit of analysis is activists.

Through this methodology, we study
the practices, spaces, events and narratives of
women and dissidents who identify as feminists
in the organization of an annual political, social
and cultural event. The proper names used in
this work are fictitious, with the ethical intention
of protecting the identities of the participants.

The present analysis is based on the
researcher’s participation, through participant
observation, in a national gathering of all types
of feminisms. In 2020, this meeting was sche-
duled in the province of San Luis. Participant
observation means: “research that involves so-
cial interaction between the researcher and in-
formants in the latter's milieu® and during which

4 Based on notes found in a field diary that was kept for
this purpose.

5 The definition incorporates this French term meaning
environment, ambience.
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data are collected in a systematic and non-in-
trusive way" (Tylor and Bogan, 1987, p.31).

Two significant events marked this
event: on the one hand, the Covid 19 pandemic
postponed the meeting, so its organization was
interrupted for three years (2020, 2021 and
2022); and, on the other hand, the event chan-
ged its name to Plurinational Meeting of Wo-
men, Lesbians, Trans, Transvestites, Intersex,
Bisexual and Non-Binary. Its slogan was: What
is not named, becomes invisible. The change of
name generated a fragmentation of a minority
group of the Encuentro, which continued to opt
for a previous name.

In the analysis of entry into the field,
one of the elements to consider is accessibility
to the field, which is given by the keys, which is
the name given to the people who act as inter-
mediaries and introduce the researcher to the
field of study (Tylor and Bogan, 1987). In this
case, access was facilitated by two main factors:
first, the researcher was part of feminist activist
groups in the city of Villa Mercedes since the
beginning of the pandemic; and second, the
organization of public access assemblies for
women and dissidents helped to incorporate
them into the field. Concomitantly, the relevan-
ce and place of the various social networks and
ICTs in terms of contexts of differentiated inte-
raction, with specific purposes and strategies,
will be detailed, as well as the relationship of
these with the facilities and obstacles that were
experienced in the first moments of participant
observation. The first classifications and diffe-
rentiations between activists that emerged at
the beginning of the research will also be men-
tioned.

In the early 2020s, the researcher at-
tended some meetings of a feminist group in
the city. These took place during the summer
and were held in a square; in addition, there

was a WhatsApp group in which the partici-
pants took part. This virtual group was an im-
portant source of contact between the activists
in the group, as they asked for help, passed
information, organized activities and planned
meetings. A few months later, the Covid 19
pandemic began and activities were curtailed.
In 2020, feminists in San Luis had to organize
the Women's meeting. It should be remembe-
red that the change of name meant a break in
the organization, which also meant not having
the economic funds left over from the previous
meeting, which were used to finance the next
one. This resulted in the organization splitting
into two factions.

Virtual activities and assemblies were
held during 2020 and 2021, and an assembly
and a meeting of the culture committee were
held. Both were held virtually via the meet
platform. Discussions were slow; for example,
during the first half of the initial meeting, the
date of the next meeting was discussed for two
hours. This can lead to boredom in some cases.

In April 2022, it was announced via the
WhatsApp group, to which the researcher still
belonged although without active participa-
tion, that the first assembly was being held for
the meeting, which that year would be held in
person. The assemblies were held on a wee-
kend day in a city in the province; the first one
took place in San Luis, the capital. The group
of activists announced that there would be free
buses® to take people to the capital. The bus
would leave at noon and return at night on a
Saturday. In the organization of transport, the-
re were strong disputes between the different
groups of activists. A first differentiation was
observed between the different ideologies that

6 In Argentina, buses are called colectivos, and on this oc-
casion, the activists arranged the transfer with the Secre-
tary of Women's Affairs of the municipality.
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were more akin to the regional government or
to a national movement. The researcher sat at
the back of a bus during the journey to the ca-
pital. There, she met people from the munici-
pality, the provincial government, the workers'
unions, etc. Testimonies are collected about
what it is like to be a feminist in @ macho envi-
ronment.

A first category that begins to emerge
immediately, and which has already been men-
tioned above, has to do with political affiliation
and/or affiliation to different types of groups to
which activists belong. For example, one group
is the government in its different spheres (pro-
vincial or municipal), las socorristas (an organi-
zation dedicated to accompanying abortions),
the autoconvocados (self-convoked), those from
the different groups or currents of justicialism,
those from trade union organizations, student
organizations, etc. In fact, when they took note
of who attended the assembly, they asked
about their political background.

The assembly was held in the center
of the city of San Luis, in the university canteen
of the UNSL’. A main table was set up at the
head of the circle to serve as moderators. At
this point, they began to talk about how each
person should elect a sub-commission. All the
members were part of the Organising Com-
mission and, at the same time, there were
sub-commissions dedicated to specific topics
such as press, finances, logistics, culture, con-
tents, self-care, children and adolescents, the
plurinational commission, etc.

In these spaces, feminist merchan-
dising is sold (which are a constant feature of
the assemblies): scarves, wristbands, books,
accessories for the cannabis smoker. These sa-

7 Universidad Nacional de San Luis. San Luis National Uni-
versity

les take place while the rest of the participants
arrive.

The day's activities are divided into
three parts: the general assembly begins; then
everyone chooses a sub-commission to belong
to and these sub-commissions meet separa-
tely in the hall; finally, it's back to the general
assembly. At the beginning, the main topic is
the differentiation of the two existing meetings.
The researcher asks for the floor and proposes
communication strategies for the networks with
the greatest impact. The issue of differentiating
the role between activist and researcher was a
constant problem throughout the research. An
attempt was made to have an attitude of con-
tinuous reflexivity about the position and views
of the researcher.

Perhaps contrary to what Tylor and
Bogan (1987) suggest, the researcher was too
visible in the first Assembly, through the inter-
vention noted in the previous paragraph. One
can see here the different tensions between
the components of the research such as that
between distance and proximity, the need for
non-intervention and the need for rapport®
(Tylor and Bogan, 1987).

After the opening protocol, par-
ticipants were invited to join the different
sub-commissions: press, finance, contents, lo-
gistics, children and adolescents, plurinational
commission, self-care, etc. It was proposed as
a rule that each person would be part of up to
two sub-commissions; in any case, you had to
decide to go to at least one commission. Be-
fore the Assembly dispersed for the sub-com-
missions to meet, it was noted that as soon as
the sub-commissions were formed, new par-

8 Rapport is a word of French origin (rapporter), meaning
“to bring back” or “to create a relationship”, definition
taken from https://www.rdstation.com/blog/es/rapport/.
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ticipants should be added to the WhatsApp
groups of each sub-commission®.

Fourteen women and dissidents par-
ticipate in the press sub-commission; many of
them work in radio or in government. Within
this group, there are women who work in ra-
dio, trans girls who talk about social media, and
even a girl who asks that each member of the
commission introduce herself with the pro-
nouns with which she identifies.

The scope of the sub-commission is
discussed and it is analyzed whether content
can be created or only what the sub-commis-
sion dedicated to that specificity decides should
be disseminated. There was also talk about the
issue of the networks; the younger ones focu-
sed on Twitter and proposed trying to be a tren-
ding topic’® with the theme of the date of the
meeting. There was even talk of manipulating
the algorithms. Later, they talk about networks
that have more impact, such as Instagram and
Facebook. At this point, young people decrea-
sed their participation. It seems that Twitter, at
the organizational level, was a network more
promoted by young people and the other ne-
tworks had more attention from middle-aged
people. The day of the weekly subcommittee
meeting was also decided. In the sub commis-
sion's WhatsApp group, the link is posted so
that participants can join the meeting, which is
held via the Google Meet platform.

In the first virtual meeting of the
sub-commission, leadership is evident within
the group. It is a leadership in charge of di-
recting, instructing on the forms and attitudes
expected. There is talk about the commitment

9 In the previous two years, numerous activities and vir-
tual assemblies had taken place and sub-commissions
had been formed, but all virtually because of the pande-
mic.

10 A very popular topic on Twitter.

that people must have with the movement and
the hours of work that will be needed to move
the Encuentro forward.

This highlights yet another aspect of
the marked differentiation between feminists.
It also serves as a mechanism of exclusion and
segregation within the sub-commissions. The
feminist movement is differentiated into active
feminists, who are the most committed, who
not only go to the assemblies, but also parti-
cipate in the sub-commissions even if it is a
holiday and carry out the necessary activities
of the sub-commission; and inactive feminists,
who are the people who go to some assembly
or participate marginally in some activity. In ac-
cordance with this classification, two WhatsApp
groups are usually set up: the general group
and the active group. The second group has a
select number of members.

During the time that the researcher
participated in the active WhatsApp group,
there was a discussion about the pronouns
to use in a communiqué: there was a deba-
te about whether to use only “todes”, “todas y
todes” or “todas, todes y todos” (the latter expli-
citly includes trans men who participate in the
organization). In this discussion, it is pointed
out that, in the postgraduate career, “todxs” is
used, which is inclusive of all gender categories.
At this point, a government press officer com-
ments: “l understand. But the academy cannot
come and impose on a person how they have
to name themselves, whether their self-percep-
tion is masculine or feminine, from the binary
or outside the system”.

In this way, another differentiation and
categorisation in the movement becomes evi-
dent: there are the academic women (to which
the researcher belongs because of her work),
and the non-academic women. At the start of
the subcommittee meeting, the main topic of
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discussion was the existence of two meetings,
the possible unification of dates and the need
to clearly communicate the differences be-
tween one meeting and the other. It is said that
it is not clear to the activists who will come from
all over Argentina why there are two meetings
on two dates.

It was decided to write a song as part of
the sub committee’s activities. This song will be
worked on remotely, using ICTs. Thus, through
WhatsApp, an exchange of ideas takes place; in
addition, in a video call on the same application,
the couplet is finished, details are polished and
the content of the couplet is edited. On the day
the couplet is presented, the researcher can-
not be present at the meeting.

In that second virtual meeting, a chan-
ge in the days on which the meetings will be
held is established. In addition, all those who
took part in that meeting leave the WhatsApp
group of activists; this strategy is used to im-
mediately re-establish a new group of activists,
from which those who did not participate in the
last meeting are excluded. In this way, a clearly
marked strategy of differentiation and exclu-
sion is evident. Over the course of the months,
belonging to these differentiated groups be-
came very important as a strategy within the
organization. The participants gave multiple
explanations for the existence of two groups:
“so that the active group would be a more ope-
rational group”, “so that information would not
leak out” (especially in view of the danger of
possible “spies” from the other meeting who
could be infiltrated).

However, beyond these reasons, the
existence of two groups served to exclude tho-
se who, for whatever reason, were undesirable
to those in control of the movement and who

were very committed and active. Thus, power
over the commissions was monopolized; as the
months went by, these exclusion techniques
grew, leading to numerous conflicts.

This section has outlined the resear-
cher's entry into the field, as well as the cate-
gories, hierarchies and internal differentiations
that were encountered along the way. The role
of new technologies and networks in this speci-
fic field has also been highlighted. One can see
the constant interaction between face-to-face
and virtual activities; the preference for certain
platforms, according to personal characteris-
tics such as age group, or for different contexts
of interaction, such as meetings or more speci-
fic collaborative activities among activists. The
networks served as an information mechanism
through which news of upcoming events is
made available. It also serves to establish fra-
meworks for discussion on gender issues and
is a way to reduce travel costs.

ICTs allow for multiple virtual meetings
and activities. This is important for movements
such as the feminist movement, as activities
can be held with participants anywhere in the
province. It is also a mechanism for assem-
bling factions and subgroups, which serves as
a mechanism for exclusion and a strategy for
concentrating power. As detailed, it is not a split
world, where activism is primarily carried out on
the networks, but rather a reality that moves in
these two instances (virtual and face-to-face), in
a complementary way and with categories that
are constructed in the interaction in both sphe-
res.

4. CONCLUDING
REFLECTIONS

The paper outlined a number of theo-
retical and conceptual frameworks based on
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current discussions around political actions, so-  be analyzed in a non-divided and non-fragmen-
cial movements and new technologies. Special  ted way in future research.

emphasis is placed on the analysis of a specific

political and cultural social movement within

the framework of feminisms.

In the case of this Encuentro, the rela-
tionship of feminist political activity with ICTs
is highlighted in many ways. ICTs lower costs,
provide facilities for the dissemination of infor-
mation and communication. Moreover, these
technologies are used to consolidate different
strategies and mechanisms of feminist political
practice.

The researcher’'s account, in an exem-
plary manner, aims to analyze the current reali-
ty of social movements and, in particular, femi-
nist movements. These movements are marked
by constant interactions in different contexts,
both face-to-face and virtual: face-to-face as-
semblies, virtual meetings through different
platforms and networks such as WhatsApp,
Twitter, Google Meet, Facebook and Instagram.
These interactions produce a complex whole to
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